
Lego Printing Information 
 
Lego printing is so fun with kids and it can be easy with the right tools. Here is a compilation of info that I 
have gathered over the years. Many of these are copy/pasted from email correspondence with customers 
and curious printers: 
 
Lego Dots 
My favorite Dots set for printmaking is the Lettering Tiles set, especially if you want to make words. It has 
basically every piece we have. The "2x2 w/ bow" (see attached picture, for some reason Lego won't let 
me link it) is a great piece to have, I use it all the time. If you have specific tiles you want, the Lego.com 
Pick-a-Brick page is a good place to start. They are a bit expensive there but you can get the pieces' 
specific name/ID number to search for them in bulk on eBay or BrickLink.  
 
Lego has unfortunately discontinued many Dots sets. I got a few Lots of Dots sets when they were readily 
available, you may be able to find them still - that link is for eBay, which is a great place to look for flat 
tiles in general.  
 
One thing we did in the beginning was go to an actual Lego store and see if they have flat tiles on their 
back wall, where you can fill up a container for like $8. Definitely the cheapest way to do it, but they are 
always rotating the pieces they have and it isn't guaranteed they will have what you're looking for. 
 
Also as I've been checking these links I noticed some listings on Amazon for off-brand flat tiles, which I've 
never used but would theoretically work. Just a heads up that things like this exist. 
 
Baseplates 
It looks like the plates you have are the stackable kind with the ability to put blocks on the backs of them, 
which are too thick to use for printing on the press. You need true baseplates with a smooth back. They 
are thinner and able to accommodate the thickness of the tiles while printing on the press. I will send a 
picture of the back of the ones we have. You can also get them in bulk online. They are called "classic 
baseplates." A bunch of different lego-compatible companies make them. The ones we have are from the 
Dollar Tree. They come in 10x10" so in order for them to fit in the press 3 rows of pegs need to be cut off 
of one side, making them 9x10". Steve uses a bandsaw, you can also score them with a utility knife and 
snap off the edge. 
 
I attach the base plate to the grid base using blue painter’s tape to keep it from sliding around while 
printing. I used to use “permanent” double sided Scotch tape but I left it sitting a bit too long one time and 
it peeled the smooth white melamine off the top of the grid base when I removed it. The painter’s tape is 
gentle and works well when folded over! Double sided tape will work in a pinch but don’t leave it on for too 
long! 
 
Paper 
I always use regular cardstock at kids' workshops. It's cheap, smooth, and it works well. I have 60 LB but 
you can go up if you want sturdier prints. I would also recommend getting a piece of felt to go on top of 
the paper while printing. The felt really helps to get consistent pressure and keeps the paper from slipping 
too much on the slick tiles. The craft felt I use is leftover from a halloween costume I made for my son - 
not super fancy! You can also use a piece of blue painter’s tape to tack down your paper to the grid base 
while printing.  

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09JKTVVTF/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B09JKTVVTF&pd_rd_w=PvQAg&content-id=amzn1.sym.f734d1a2-0bf9-4a26-ad34-2e1b969a5a75&pf_rd_p=f734d1a2-0bf9-4a26-ad34-2e1b969a5a75&pf_rd_r=E7P5BY7QZP5DZNN80QWN&pd_rd_wg=03GKb&pd_rd_r=43a0dfb1-c843-4c2c-9982-9bf241c1b53a&s=toys-and-games&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw
https://www.lego.com/en-us/pick-and-build/pick-a-brick?query=flat+tiles
https://www.bricklink.com/v2/main.page
https://www.ebay.com/itm/285293478319?chn=ps&norover=1&mkevt=1&mkrid=711-117182-37290-0&mkcid=2&mkscid=101&itemid=285293478319&targetid=1531876740158&device=c&mktype=pla&googleloc=9016344&poi=&campaignid=19851828444&mkgroupid=145880009174&rlsatarget=pla-1531876740158&abcId=9307249&merchantid=6296724&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAivGuBhBEEiwAWiFmYcuqCEhYbDxox4Cma6D7U8Xm1kUj8QQQl_CAMUCuQ6f0UKA2jOoLhhoC84sQAvD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/Feleph-Multicolored-Building-Accessories-Compatible/dp/B0B51H78W1/ref=sr_1_7?crid=3TLDG2LV4QG98&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tPtrTyctDMHm75zLFYWEJ8y3-_QFwyov-b9slgJIJnmV4HbjdDXBs7ZH7kvPZBYTr-IXtkXddP7DiiYJ1uTLqzE2GDt46oNCXgseisAtaQuUpr8SJLC1pidrygkh2i-EaN0F_nMeY58xw4ZcT4ijPqcEJ0WBRt-46ko789x3mmvACdFSVrBrgCQ8HR2HzYvUk1Csqq-QlJa1ZLA5eWC1vlV0mHw4dOHhM5u9vgoDNPLQfWghz7Eu4QJWIPSA4NNBJvBA0_Rz7HJQInpPVYGUOictXIMPQb6YP0WwM4ov9Jo.QL7g5USxCFlNzX0j-WRmbzSfzIfbuMzRTMAEQ0G5wv8&dib_tag=se&keywords=flat%2Btiles%2Bbricks%2Blego&qid=1722606038&sprefix=flat%2Btiles%2Bbricks%2Bleg%2Caps%2C187&sr=8-7&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/LVHERO-Baseplates-Compatible-Brands-Baseplate-Multicolored/dp/B08N3Y333H/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=1Q7XBOJOQAWGU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Z4uF3LGN3MY8jqhbcZSxoZt_R9-j6_UNEaxAJ2pEr3QYb13ayfHSd-4NWKS5Pp20J62dfyPh5bz0Xi60Q8Fcthl-25L5K-X_2VSsBddQ7MNLt4FZzKp-4V_zOUSOMLq60saPfl87dl1PCMXfPA9F4yFGESCqPjnnA-x6RYPyXKOic0DhXOqUBdGt_atgJsLaBqD2j4BUrri417SNaNkK4r2uUi2gqsX2xky0bke-d7aH041JGf8CBS2bA3V9iLrXX-pX1eV1LmFbxSob29b-rur8-z05XyZBCnpxix_VHQM.WsLmrhKCVhR_ky2GzMg40RsZHruqswL2fck4k1Zf_iE&dib_tag=se&keywords=make-it%2Bblocks%2Bgreenbrier%2Binternational%2Blego%2Bbaseplates&qid=1722605230&sprefix=make-it%2Bblocks%2Bgreenbrier%2Binternational%2Blegobaseplates%2Caps%2C268&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/LVHERO-Baseplates-Compatible-Brands-Baseplate-Multicolored/dp/B08N3Y333H/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=1Q7XBOJOQAWGU&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Z4uF3LGN3MY8jqhbcZSxoZt_R9-j6_UNEaxAJ2pEr3QYb13ayfHSd-4NWKS5Pp20J62dfyPh5bz0Xi60Q8Fcthl-25L5K-X_2VSsBddQ7MNLt4FZzKp-4V_zOUSOMLq60saPfl87dl1PCMXfPA9F4yFGESCqPjnnA-x6RYPyXKOic0DhXOqUBdGt_atgJsLaBqD2j4BUrri417SNaNkK4r2uUi2gqsX2xky0bke-d7aH041JGf8CBS2bA3V9iLrXX-pX1eV1LmFbxSob29b-rur8-z05XyZBCnpxix_VHQM.WsLmrhKCVhR_ky2GzMg40RsZHruqswL2fck4k1Zf_iE&dib_tag=se&keywords=make-it%2Bblocks%2Bgreenbrier%2Binternational%2Blego%2Bbaseplates&qid=1722605230&sprefix=make-it%2Bblocks%2Bgreenbrier%2Binternational%2Blegobaseplates%2Caps%2C268&sr=8-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1


Inks 
Oil based printing ink is great for printing on Legos. If you are working with kids I would recommend 
stamp pads, though. They are washable, dry on the paper almost immediately, and you can quickly clean 
them with a baby wipe so they can be reused for the next kid. We use these stamp pads, but any 
washable pad that is raised up so you can stamp down onto the pieces is good. 
 
I tend to stay away from water based printing inks because they dry very quickly and will dry onto your 
tiles. It's pretty easy to clean off with soap and water but it may cause problems gumming up the tiles 
while printing. If you're doing a fast project this could be ok.  
 
I mostly use oil based inks when doing a lot of prints, specifically Cranfield Traditional Relief Inks. They 
come in lots of nice colors and will stay open for a long time. When I'm done printing I will print the excess 
ink off onto scrap paper (I use phonebook pages) a few times to get as much off as I can. Then I'll use a 
tiny bit of vegetable oil or mineral spirits on a rag to wipe off the rest. Too much mineral spirits will warp 
the tiles but if you're printing with kids you probably won't want to use chemicals anyways. Cranfield also 
makes a safe wash oil based ink that you can clean up with soap and water. I haven't personally used 
those but I hear they work well. 
 
Every once and a while I'll do a deep clean by mixing warm water with dish soap and vinegar and soak 
the tiles. Then you just rinse and let air dry. This is especially helpful to get all the ink from in between the 
tiles. 
 
Adjusting the Provisional Press for Lego Printing 
The actual bed of the Provisional Press is not adjustable, so if your matrix feels tight (this is true for any 
⅛” thing you are trying to print) you can remove steel plate from underneath the grid base to make more 
room for your Lego. You can also add flat cereal boxes or cardstock underneath the grid base for a 
customizable printing height. Make sure to leave room for some felt - a piece of felt is a must for even 
Lego printing - see the note about felt under “Paper” 
 
Extras 
One more thing I will recommend is to get a good brick popper. We literally just use a small flat head 
screwdriver, which is so much better than the orange brick separators they give you with lego sets. It 
helps a lot when you are trying to move pieces around or just clear a base for the next user. Someone 
said this one is really good but I never got it. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Finger-Washable-Rubber-Scrapbooking-16colors/dp/B07VK42VBH?pd_rd_w=zGEqX&content-id=amzn1.sym.928be83d-9abb-4025-bc6e-e0aed5aed3c9&pf_rd_p=928be83d-9abb-4025-bc6e-e0aed5aed3c9&pf_rd_r=JY8N6JZ3VKX9CKJ2YT8R&pd_rd_wg=vI3eR&pd_rd_r=09d68f3f-5428-453a-8246-f15550ef21f5&pd_rd_i=B07VK42VBH&psc=1&ref_=pd_basp_d_rpt_ba_s_1_t
https://www.amazon.com/Brick-Popper/dp/B00HN98D1E/ref=asc_df_B00HN98D1E/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=242020810967&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4053395881314987516&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9016344&hvtargid=pla-624235309127&psc=1&mcid=912e309425213fe4b3f7ac5e75956fb1&gclid=CjwKCAiAivGuBhBEEiwAWiFmYSGpz-T38b3UUTMHwOjjh3Ns3x2Il6fcXOa7Y4IHkQeOjGRHheNqghoCPIgQAvD_BwE

